
To members of the undergraduate student body at St. Thomas, 
  
I am writing this message in acknowledgement that we are in a climate that’s seeing a great rise 
in anti-Semitism, islamophobia, xenophobia, homophobia, hate crimes, and other various forms 
of oppression. This stuff is real. It is a critical time for our communities and we must unite 
together to challenge bigotry and racism in the world. 
  
For the past year or so, I have been constantly harassed by a notorious organization that 
conducted a smear campaign against me by digging through my social media accounts and 
stating that I had made offensive comments. Yesterday, another organization published an article 
with the intent to discredit me and my reputation using the same methods. I believe the attacks 
levied against me by both organizations are Islamophobic. I am coming under attack for being a 
Muslim leader of the student government at a private Catholic institution. Growing up, I was 
taught by my religion to treat everyone with respect and dignity no matter where they came from 
or what they believed in. 
  
The tweets that resurfaced were from 3+ years ago and do not reflect what I meant at the time. 
My words were poorly chosen and shared during a period of time where I was very emotional 
about Israel’s politics and the loss of life in Gaza. I regret my choice of words and apologize for 
any impact this may have had on people reading my tweets.  
  
As a leader of this school, I am committed to supporting the students that I serve. If any student 
comes to me looking for help or support, I believe it is incumbent upon me to do everything that 
I can. I want members of the St. Thomas community to know that I am trying my best to look out 
for them and their interests. 
  
Now more than ever, it is critical for Muslims and Jews to unite, as we already have to combat 
the hate and attacks that come our way. I am in full support of the Jewish community, and am 
commanded by my faith to care for all people and to stand up for others who may come under 
attack. The Quran commands Muslims to“stand out firmly for justice…even as against 
yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be (against) rich or poor…” (Quran 
4:135) 
  
I want to reassure everyone that I am committed to serving and assisting each and every single 
student that I represent. I also want to assure you all that I stand firmly against anti-Semitism and 
all forms of bigotry, divisiveness, and oppression that don’t create an inclusive campus for 
everyone. 
  
As Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” I call 
for everyone to come together in peace and unite to fight against the injustices that happen all 
around the world. 
  
  
Mayzer Muhammad 
	


